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Overall: WHO 2013 Global Status Report on Motor Vehicle Injuries 

• Mortality rates among the best  
• One of the only 28 countries 

with legislation on:  
– Speed limits 
– Seatbelt use  
– Child restraints 
– Helmet use 
– Alcohol 

• Still, room for improvement on 
enforcement (6/7 out of 10) 



• DGT: Spanish Road Safety Lead 
Agency 
 
Established in 1959 
 
Under the Ministry of the Interior 
   -link with national traffic police 
 
 
Central services located in 
Madrid, but locations in 52 
province capitals, 16 other cities, 
and traffic police bases for 
interurban vigilance in 45 out of 
52 provinces 

Mission and Form 



Grant/renew/revoke driver licenses 

Grant/revoke vehicle licenses 

Enact national laws and regulations on  
mobility and safety (e.g., circulation code) 

Monitor interurban roads 
8000 of 20000 km of high capacity 

+120000 km conventional  

Functions 



(Selected) Changes over (recent) 
times 
 
• Improvement of 

information systems: 
cross-match data; 

• Concept of sustainable 
mobility; 

• Single and shared goals; 
• Objective-driven 

management: unified, 
structured management 
with indicators; 

• Adoption of Vision Zero 
 
 

0 
Contamination 

0 Congestion 

0 Blessé 



• DGT coordinates the 
Higher Council for Road 
Traffic presided by 
Ministry of Interior and 
includes central (other 
ministries), regional and 
municipal government 
representatives 

• Parliament-approved 
Strategic Plan 2011-2020 

Working with other government 
agencies 



                DO 
 
- Support the international 

Decade of Action for Road 
Safety movement with its 
five pillars; 

 
- Use what you have and 

apply it in each Pillar; 
 
 

           DO NOT  
 
- Do not “invent the wheel”; 
- Do not conceal data; 
- Do not politicize road 

safety; 
- Do not exclude anyone; 
- Do not cry for what you 

lack; 
 

Strategic Advice (a few things) 



DGT international collaboration, 
selected examples since 1959 
bilaterally 
• On driving licenses: 
Andorra, Algeria, Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Colombia, Korea, Croatia, 
Chile, Ecuador, Philippines, 
Guatemala, Japan,                                                        
Macedonia, Morocco, Panama, 
Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican 
R., El Salvador, Serbia, Switzerland, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, Venezuela                                    

• On traffic police training: 
Jordan, Palestine, Morocco, Chile, 
Ecuador, Colombia, Senegal 

• Others: 
Canada, Russia, Taipei, Monaco, 
Belarus, Brazil 

 
 
 

multilaterally 
• EU, UNECE, 

OECD/IRTAD 
 
• Organization 

development with 
external funding: 
Argentina, Poland, Czech 
Republic, Algeria 
 

• OISEVI 
• Friends of the Decade 
• UNRSC 



Happy to answer any questions 
 

www.dgt.es 


