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 In 2016, 5.320 pedestrians died 
in road accidents in the EU, 21% 

of all road fatalities. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

General 
In 2016, 5.320 pedestrians were killed in road accidents in the EU 
(excluding Lithuania and Slovakia), which is 21% of all road fatalities. 
During the decade 2007-2016, in the European Union, pedestrian 
fatalities were reduced by 36%, while the total number of fatalities was 
reduced by almost 41%. 
 
Figure 1: Number of pedestrian fatalities and all road fatalities, EU, 2007 -2016  

 
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 

 
 
Figure 1 shows the trend of the number of pedestrian fatalities over the 
period 2007-2016 in comparison with the respective trend of total road 
fatalities over the same period. 
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 The number of pedestrians who 

were killed in road accidents 
decreased by 36% from 2007 to 

2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Latvia and Poland experienced 
the most significant reductions 

in pedestrian fatalities (65% and 
56% respectively) between 

2007 and 2016. 

 
 
 

The annual data of pedestrian fatalities in the EU Member States, Iceland, 
Norway and Switzerland from 2007 to 2016 are presented in Table 1.  
 
Table 1: Number of pedestrian fatalities by country, 2007 -2016  

 2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  

BE 104 99 101 106 113 104 99 106 92 78 

BG - 278 198 174 149 135 108 156 164 - 

CZ 232 238 176 168 176 163 162 130 150 130 

DK 68 58 52 44 33 31 33 22 27 36 

DE 695 653 591 476 614 527 561 527 545 500 

EE 38 41 23 14 26 29 23 26 - - 

IE 81 49 40 44 47 29 31 42 42 - 

EL 255 248 202 179 223 170 151 125 128 149 

ES 591 502 470 471 380 370 371 336 367 389 

FR 561 548 496 485 519 489 465 499 466 553 

HR 124 136 103 105 71 72 69 73 61 67 

IT 627 646 667 621 589 576 551 578 602 570 

CY 17 16 9 13 13 10 8 10 16 14 

LV 158 105 82 79 60 62 70 71 63 55 

LT - - - - - - 96 109 81 - 

LU 7 6 12 1 6 6 5 3 7 8 

HU 288 251 186 192 124 156 147 152 149 152 

MT 3 1 4 2 - - - - 5 8 

NL 86 56 63 62 65 64 51 50 60 44 

AT 108 102 101 98 87 81 82 71 84 73 

PL 1.951 1.882 1.467 1.236 1.408 1.157 1.140 1.116 915 868 

PT 156 155 148 195 199 159 144 145 146 123 

RO 1.113 1.067 1.015 868 747 728 726 697 649 717 

SI 32 39 24 26 21 19 20 14 16 22 

SK 217 204 113 126 - - - - - - 

FI 48 53 30 35 41 29 34 36 32 29 

SE 58 45 44 31 53 50 42 52 28 42 

UK 663 591 524 415 466 429 405 464 427 463 

EU 8.342  7.865  6.828 6.140  6.232  5.647  5.503 5.506 5.265  5.320 
Yearly 
change   -5,7% -13,2% -10,1% 1,5% -9,4% -2,6% 0,0% -4,4% 1,0% 

IS 1 0 2 2 4 2 1 0 1 2 

NO 23 31 26 24 16 22 18 18 12 15 

CH 79 59 60 75 69 75 69 43 58 50 

Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 
Totals for EU include latest available data (Data for Lithuania and Slovakia not included in totals) 

 
Latvia and Poland experienced the most significant reductions in 
pedestrian fatalities between 2007 and 2016 (65% and 56% 
respectively). In the Netherlands and Ireland, pedestrian fatalities almost 
halved, while in France and Italy the reduction in pedestrian fatalities was 
lower than 10%. 
 
The percentage of pedestrian fatalities per total road fatalities in each EU 
country is shown in Table 2. In 2016, the percentage is lowest in the 
Netherlands (8%), Finland (11%) and Belgium (12%) compared to 
Romania (37%), Estonia (36%) and Latvia (35%). The EU average was 
21%. 
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 The percentage of pedestrian 
fatalities of all road fatalities 
differs widely across Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In Romania, almost 37% of all 
road fatalities were pedestrians 
in 2016; the highest percentage 

among the EU countries. 

 

Table 2: Percentage of pedestrian fatalities of  all road fatalities, 2007 -2016  
 2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  

BE 10% 10% 11% 13% 13% 14% 14% 15% 13% 12% 

BG - 26% 22% 22% 23% 22% 18% 24% 23% - 

CZ 19% 22% 20% 21% 23% 22% 25% 19% 20% 21% 

DK 17% 14% 17% 17% 15% 19% 17% 12% 15% 17% 

DE 14% 15% 14% 13% 15% 15% 17% 16% 16% 16% 

EE 19% 31% 23% 18% 26% 33% 28% 33% 36% - 

IE 24% 18% 17% 21% 25% 18% 16% 22% - - 

EL 16% 16% 14% 14% 20% 17% 17% 16% 16% 18% 

ES 15% 16% 17% 19% 18% 19% 22% 20% 22% 21% 

FR 12% 13% 12% 12% 13% 13% 14% 15% 13% 16% 

HR 20% 20% 19% 25% 17% 18% 19% 24% 18% 22% 

IT 12% 14% 16% 15% 15% 15% 16% 17% 18% 17% 

CY 19% 20% 13% 22% 18% 20% 18% 22% 28% 30% 

LV 38% 33% 32% 36% 34% 35% 39% 33% 34% 35% 

LT - - - - - - 38% 41% 33% - 

LU 15% 17% 25% 3% 18% 18% 11% 9% 19% 25% 

HU 23% 25% 23% 26% 19% 26% 25% 24% 23% 25% 

MT 25% 11% 27% 15% - - - - 45% 35% 

NL 12% 8% 10% 12% 12% 11% 11% 11% 11% 8% 

AT 16% 15% 16% 18% 17% 15% 18% 17% 18% 17% 

PL 35% 35% 32% 32% 34% 32% 34% 35% 31% 29% 

PT 16% 18% 18% 21% 22% 22% 23% 23% 25% 22% 

RO 40% 35% 36% 37% 37% 36% 39% 38% 34% 37% 

SI 11% 18% 14% 19% 15% 15% 16% 13% 13% 17% 

SK 33% 34% 29% 34% - - - - - - 

FI 13% 15% 11% 13% 14% 11% 13% 16% 12% 11% 

SE 12% 11% 12% 12% 17% 18% 16% 19% 11% 16% 

UK 22% 22% 22% 22% 24% 24% 23% 25% 24% 25% 

EU 20% 20% 20% 20% 21% 20% 22% 22% 21% 21% 

IS 0% 0% -1% -1% 0% -1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

NO 0% 0% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 

CH 10% 10% 11% 13% 13% 14% 14% 15% 13% 12% 

Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 

 
While the number of pedestrian fatalities in the EU decreased over the 
decade 2007-2016, the respective percentage of all road fatalities had a 
slightly increasing trend, as shown in Figure 2.  
 
Figure 2: Number of pedestrian fatalities and percentage of all  road fatalities, 
EU, 2007 -2016  

 
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 
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 The lowest pedestrian fatality 

rate in 2016 was in the 
Netherlands (2,6) and the 

highest rate was in Romania 
(36,3). 

 

To compare the pedestrian fatality numbers of different countries, Table 
3 takes account of the respective population size. The pedestrian fatality 
rates vary from 2,6 pedestrian fatalities per million population in the 
Netherlands to 36,3 pedestrian fatalities per million population in 
Romania. 
 
Table 3: Pedestrian fatality rates per  million p opulation by country, 2007 -2016  

 2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  

BE 9,8 9,3 9,4 9,8 10,3 9,4 8,9 9,5 8,2 6,9 

BG - 37,0 26,5 23,4 20,2 18,4 14,8 21,5 22,8 - 

CZ 22,6 23,0 16,9 16,1 16,8 15,5 15,4 12,4 14,2 12,3 

DK 12,5 10,6 9,4 7,9 5,9 5,6 5,9 3,9 4,8 6,3 

DE 8,4 7,9 7,2 5,8 7,7 6,6 7,0 6,5 6,7 6,1 

EE 28,3 30,6 17,2 10,5 19,6 21,9 17,4 19,8 18,3 - 

IE 18,7 11,0 8,8 9,7 10,3 6,3 6,7 9,1 - - 

EL 23,1 22,4 18,2 16,1 20,0 15,3 13,7 11,4 11,8 13,8 

ES 13,2 11,0 10,2 10,1 8,2 7,9 7,9 7,2 7,9 8,4 

FR 9,1 8,8 7,9 7,7 8,2 7,7 7,3 7,8 7,3 8,6 

HR 28,7 31,5 23,9 24,4 16,6 16,8 16,2 17,2 14,4 16,0 

IT 10,8 11,0 11,3 10,5 9,9 9,7 9,2 9,5 9,9 9,4 

CY 22,4 20,6 11,3 15,9 15,5 11,6 9,2 11,7 18,9 16,5 

LV 71,5 47,9 37,9 37,3 28,9 30,3 34,6 35,5 31,7 27,9 

LT - - - - - - - 37,0 27,7 - 

LU 14,7 12,4 24,3 2,0 11,7 11,4 9,3 5,5 12,4 13,9 

HU 28,6 25,0 18,5 19,2 12,4 15,7 14,8 15,4 15,1 15,5 

MT 7,4 2,5 9,7 4,8 - - - - 11,4 17,8 

NL 5,3 3,4 3,8 3,7 3,9 3,8 3,0 3,0 3,6 2,6 

AT 13,0 12,3 12,1 11,7 10,4 9,6 9,7 8,3 9,8 8,4 

PL 51,2 49,4 38,5 32,5 37,0 30,4 30,0 29,4 24,1 22,9 

PT 14,8 14,7 14,0 18,4 18,8 15,1 13,7 13,9 14,1 11,9 

RO 52,7 51,7 49,7 42,8 37,0 36,2 36,3 34,9 32,7 36,3 

SI 15,9 19,4 11,8 12,7 10,2 9,2 9,7 6,8 7,8 10,7 

SK 40,4 37,9 21,0 23,4 - - - - - - 

FI 9,1 10,0 5,6 6,5 7,6 5,4 6,3 6,6 5,8 5,3 

SE 6,4 4,9 4,8 3,3 5,6 5,3 4,4 5,4 2,9 4,3 

UK 10,9 9,6 8,4 6,6 7,4 6,8 6,3 7,2 6,6 7,1 

EU 17,1 16,1 13,9 12,5 12,7 11,4 11,1 11,1 10,6 10,6 

IS 3,3 0,0 6,3 6,3 12,6 6,3 3,1 0,0 3,0 6,0 

NO 4,9 6,5 5,4 4,9 3,3 4,4 3,6 3,5 2,3 2,9 

CH 10,5 7,8 7,8 9,6 8,8 9,4 8,6 5,3 7,0 6,0 

Sources: CARE database (EUROSTAT for population data), data available in May 2018 

 
Figure 3: Pedestrian fatality rates per million population by country, 2016 or 
latest  available year  

 
Sources: CARE database (EUROSTAT for population data), data available in May 2018 
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 The rate of pedestrian fatalities 
per million population is highest 
in Eastern European countries. 

 

 
 
 

Map 1: Pedestrian fatality rates per million population by country, 2016 or 
latest  available year  

 
 
 
 
In the following tables and figures, the CARE data for 2016 are analysed 
in greater detail. It should be noted that the latest available data are used, 
meaning 2010 data for SK, 2014 data for IE and 2015 data for BG, EE 
and LT. 
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 The number of pedestrian 

fatalities peaks at the age of 
80-84. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 The percentage of pedestrian 
fatalities is higher for children 
and the elderly than for other 

age groups. 

 
 

 

Age group and gender 
The elderly form the largest group in pedestrian fatalities. The number of 
elderly (aged >64) pedestrian fatalities decreased by 25% in the EU 
between 2007 and 2016, from 3.459 to 2.595, while the total number of 
pedestrian fatalities decreased by 36%. The change in the number of 
pedestrian fatalities from 2007 to 2016 by age group is presented in 
Figure 4a. 
 
Figure 4a: Number of pedestrian f atalities by age group, EU, 200 7 and 2016 or 
latest  available year  

 
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 

 
The percentage of pedestrian fatalities is high for children as well as for 
the elderly (see Figure 4b). A reason for this could be the lower level of 
motorization in these age groups, as well as their higher frailty. Table 4, 
Figure 4c and Figure 4d show that the elderly constitutes a critical age 
group when dealing with pedestrian road safety. 
 
Figure 4b: Percentage of pedestrian fatalities of all road fatalities by age 
group, EU, 2016 or latest  available year  

 
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 

 
 
 
 

0

200

400

600

800

1.000 2007

2016

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

http://www.erso.eu


Traffic Safety Basic Facts 2018 - Pedestrians 
 

 - 8 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In Greece, Italy and Portugal 
about 60% of all pedestrian 

fatalities were elderly. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4 shows the shares of child and elderly pedestrian fatalities. 
Although a high percentage of child fatalities were pedestrians, they only 
represent 4% of total pedestrian fatalities. Moreover, Figure 4c shows that 
the fatality rate for children is below the average (almost 3 pedestrian 
fatalities per million population). The pedestrian fatality rate of the elderly 
is well above average and rises quickly from the age of 70 up to over 85. 
 
Table 4: Total number and distribution of pedestrian fatalities by country and 
age group, 2016 or latest  available year  

 

Child pedestrian 
fatalities  

(age 0-14) 

Elderly 
pedestrian 
fatalities  
(age >64)  

Other pedestrian 
fatalities of 
known age 

Total  

BE 5% 51% 44% 78 
BG 6% 50% 44% 164 
CZ 2% 46% 52% 130 
DK 8% 58% 33% 36 
DE 5% 56% 38% 500 
EE 8% 33% 58% 24 
IE 14% 38% 48% 42 
EL 8% 59% 34% 149 
ES 2% 56% 42% 389 
FR 5% 52% 43% 553 
HR 3% 54% 43% 67 
IT 2% 60% 38% 570 
CY 0% 71% 29% 14 
LV 0% 38% 62% 55 
LT 1% 43% 56% 81 
LU 13% 63% 25% 8 
HU 1% 38% 61% 152 
MT 0% 50% 50% 8 
NL 5% 56% 40% 44 
AT 4% 58% 38% 73 
PL 2% 36% 62% 868 
PT 2% 59% 39% 123 
RO 6% 43% 51% 717 
SI 0% 45% 55% 22 
SK 4% 27% 69% 126 
FI 10% 41% 48% 29 
SE 10% 50% 40% 42 
UK 7% 36% 57% 463 
EU 4% 47%  49% 5.527 
IS 0% 50% 50% 2 
NO 0% 33% 67% 15 
CH 12% 48% 40% 50 

Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 
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 The fatality rate of pedestrians 

aged at least 80 years old is 
more than ten times the rate of 

children. 

 

Figure 4c: Pedestrian fatality rates per million population by age group, EU, 
2016 or latest  available year  

 
Sources: CARE database (EUROSTAT for population data), data available in May 2018 

 
Figure 4d shows the variation of the percentage of elderly pedestrian 
fatalities between the EU countries in 2016. About 60% of all pedestrian 
fatalities in Greece, Italy and Portugal were elderly. Estonia had the lowest 
rate with 33% of pedestrian fatalities being elderly. The EU average was 
47%.  
 
Figure 4d: Percentage of elderly pedestrian fatalities (age>64) of all pedestrian 
fatalities by country, 2016 or latest  available year  

 
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 

 
Figure 4e shows that the percentage of child pedestrian fatalities varies 
widely among the EU countries. 14% of pedestrian fatalities in Ireland and 
10% in Sweden and Finland were children, compared with 1% in Hungary, 
and Lithuania. In Slovenia, Latvia and Cyprus, no child pedestrian fatalities 
were recorded in 2016. 
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 The percentage of child 

pedestrian fatalities in 2016 
varies widely among the EU 

countries. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 More than one third of 

pedestrian fatalities were 
female, compared with less than 
one quarter of all road fatalities. 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4e: Percentage of child pedestrian fatalities (age 0 -14) of all pedestrian 
fatalities by country, 2016 or latest  available y ear 

 
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 

 
Figure 5 shows the distribution of fatalities by gender, comparing 
pedestrian fatalities and all fatalities. More than one third of pedestrian 
fatalities were female, compared with less than one quarter of all 
fatalities. Map 2 shows the distribution of pedestrian fatalities by gender 
in the different EU countries, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. 
 
Figure 5: Distribution of pedestrian and all road fatalities by gender, EU, 2016 
or latest  available year  

  
Source: CARE database, data available in May 2018 
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 There were more male than 

female pedestrian fatalities in 
most EU countries. 

 

 
 

Map 2: Distribution of pedestrian fatalities by country and gender, 2016 or 
latest  available year  
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