
SAFE MOBILITY: A EUROPE THAT PROTECTS
President Juncker has steered the course of action of this Commission towards a Europe that protects. Safety 
is fundamental to any transport system and must always be the top priority. Thanks to actions at EU, national and 
local levels, road safety in the EU has greatly improved in recent decades. Our roads are the safest in the world. 
We cannot however afford to be complacent. Progress in reducing EU-wide road fatalities has stagnated in recent 
years, and the EU objective of halving road fatalities between 2010 and 2020 is now an extreme challenge. This 
calls for fresh efforts from all actors to make European roads safer. To this end, the Juncker Commission is today 
coming forward with a series of measures.

WHY WE NEED TO ACT

TOWARDS “VISION ZERO”
Road safety is a responsibility shared between the EU and the Member 
States. The Commission focuses on actions with strong EU added-value 
and is today proposing a new policy framework for 2021-2030. It confirms 
the EU’s long-term goal of moving close to zero fatalities and serious 
injuries by 2050 (“Vision Zero”), with an interim target of minus 50% 
between 2020 and 2030.

To help achieve these targets, the Commission is today presenting: 

• Two legislative initiatives on vehicle and pedestrian safety, and on 
infrastructure safety management.

• An EU Strategic Action Plan on Road Safety identifying additional 
measures.

• A Communication on connected and automated mobility systems.

In support of these actions, the Commission is making an additional €450 
million available under the Connecting Europe Facility to support projects in 
the Member States contributing to road safety, digitisation and multimodality.

25 300 FATALITIES 
20% less than in 2010, 

but no significant 
improvement since 2013

49 FATALITIES PER 
MILLION INHABITANTS   

Global average: 174

135 000 
SERIOUS INJURIES

€120 BILLION 
PER YEAR 

Estimated socio-economic 
cost of accidents

Today’s initiatives complement 
measures already adopted or 
implemented at EU level.

The most recent example is the 
“eCall” system, which became 
mandatory in March 2018 for 
new car models. It automatically 
informs emergency services in 
case of an accident, which will 
cut response time by up to 40-
50%, thereby saving hundreds 
of lives every year.

Europe on the Move



SAVING LIVES WITH SAFER VEHICLES AND SAFER ROADS
The Commission works on the basis of the internationally recognised “safe 
system” approach, which accepts that people make mistakes and aims 
to ensure that this does not lead to fatalities or serious injuries. The safety 
of all parts of the system therefore needs to be improved – roads and 
roadsides, speeds, vehicles, road use – so that if one element fails, another 
will compensate.

Today’s proposals by the Commission focus on vehicle and infrastructure 
safety. They build on the positive experience of existing mandatory safety 
measures and on the emergence of new technologies.

PAVING THE WAY FOR SAFE AND EFFICIENT DRIVERLESS MOBILITY
In addition to these immediately actionable proposals, the Commission is looking ahead and offering a mid-term 
vision on automated mobility, with safety at its core. Increasing degrees of automation offer significant 
potential to compensate for human errors and thereby improve road safety. Yet the technology also brings new 
safety challenges that need to be addressed.

The Commission presents a comprehensive strategy to help the EU, Member States and stakeholders to work 
together to ensure that the EU seize the opportunities brought by driverless mobility and at the same time 
anticipate challenges on society in order to mitigate them.

90%
OF CRASHES LINKED

TO HUMAN ERROR

INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY
The Commission proposes to update 

the European rules on infrastructure 
safety management:

• SCOPE EXTENDED BEYOND MOTORWAYS

Only 8% of fatalities occur on 
motorways, while 39% happen on 

primary/main roads.

• NETWORK-WIDE RISK MAPPING

• REINFORCED PROVISIONS FOR 
VULNERABLE ROAD USERS

• INTELLIGENT SPEED ASSISTANCE

• REVERSING DETECTION AND REVERSING CAMERA

• DRIVER DISTRACTION AND DROWSINESS RECOGNITION

VEHICLE SAFETY
The Commission proposes to make the following 
safety and driver assistance features mandatory:

• LANE KEEPING ASSISTANCE 

• ADVANCED EMERGENCY 
BRAKING

• DIRECT VISION 
REQUIREMENTS

• PEDESTRIAN/CYCLISTS 
DETECTION

38,900 
serious injuries avoided

20,700 
serious injuries avoided

7,300 
lives saved

3,200 
lives saved

EXPECTED IMPACT (2020-2030):


