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What  is a saf e t ravel l ing speed? 

 Safe travelling speeds according to possible conflicts between 
road users travelling on the roads. Source: SWOV, Advancing 
Sustainable Safety p.14 



Reducing speeding  

• No silver bullet  for managing speed 
• Police Enforcement   
• Fixed and Mobile Safety Cameras 
• Priority for High risk sites  
• Self -explaining roads 
• Intelligent  Speed Assistance – now part  of  Safety 

rat ings at  EuroNCAP 
 



Select ion of  roads f or  speed 
e n fo rce m e n t  

 
 

• On roads with a bad safety record 
• On roads with appropriate speed limit  
• Roads with a subject ively high risk  
• On all road categories  



Ef fect ive Speed Enforcement  
 

• Frequent , at  irregular intervals and 
at  dif ferent  intensit ies  

• Varriat ion in t ime and locat ion 
• Both visible and invisible speed 

enforcement  
• Supported by publicity and 

informat ion 
 

• WHY? Cost  ef fect ive: applying best  
pract ice in enforcement  to the 
whole of  the EU exceeds the costs by 
a factor of  4 to 10.  



Speeding: ETSC proposes 

• Combine automated and t radit ional methods  
• Use stat ionary equipment  at  high risk sites 
• Channel revenues back into the road safety 
• Collect  quarterly speeding rates for all roads 
• Set  a concrete target  
• Int roduce Owner Liability 
• Incorporate speeding into penalty point  systems. 

 
 



Sect ion Control  

• mean speeds reduced to the posted 
speed limit  or below, reduct ions in 
deaths and serious injuries. 

• improvements in t raf f ic f low, reduct ion 
in t raf f ic noise and vehicle emissions. 

• A fairer approach to speed 
enforcement . 
 

• Used in: Netherlands, UK, Aust ria, Italy, 
France, Finland, Norway  

 



Publ ic accept ance.. 

 Enforcement  act ivit ies should be accepted by 
the road users as meaningful. The convict ion 
that  t raf f ic rules have to be enforced is a basis 
for their compliance and guarantees a safe 
behaviour in t raf f ic.  
 



France 
Automated methods saves lives 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 
• 75% of  the massive drop in deaths can be 

at t ributed to improve speed management  between 
2002-2005.  

• Vehicles t ravelling at  10 km/h and more above the 
legal limit  decreased f rom 35% to 10%. 

 
  
  

% of  vehicles t ravelling at  10km/h above the legal limit  in 
France 

 

 
 
 
  
  



Uni t ed Kingdom  

• 6000 automated speed 
check devices 

• Increasing sect ion 
cont rol  

• ‘’Net t ing of f ’’  
• Guidance for local 

authorit ies in set t ing 
speed limits  

• Self  explaining speed 
limits according to the 
roads – funct ion, 
characterist ics and 
t raf f ic mix  

• Increased 20 mph 
zones in urban areas 
 

• Impact? 
 

• Injury accidents 
20mph zones reduced 
by an average of  60% 



Sof t er  approach t o  enf orcem ent  

• Training courses on road safety  
• Opt ion to receiving penalty points 
• Money f rom the t raining goes back into road 

safety work 
• Good pract ice example: Northamptonshire Police 

– Safer Roads Educat ion Programme  
• Nat ional Speed Awareness Courses for some 

speeding of fences 



Saf er  roads t hrough low er  speeds - 
He ls in ki 



Usef u l  Ref erences 
• ht tp://ec.europa.eu/t ransport /road_safety/pdf /study_f inal_report_febr

uary_2015_f inal.pdf   
• ht tp://ec.europa.eu/t ransport /road_safety/projects/doc/rosebud_frame

work.pdf   
• ht tp://www.cedr.f r/home/f ileadmin/user_upload/Publicat ions/2008/e_R

oad_Safety_Investments_Report .pdf  
• The Handbook of  Road Safety Measures, Rune Elvik and Truls Vaa, 

Elsevier, 2014 
• ht tp://www.civicvoice.org.uk/uploads/f iles/st reet_design_2014.pdf   
• ht tps://t f l.gov.uk/cdn/stat ic/cms/documents/internat ional-cycling-

inf rast ructure-best -pract ice-study.pdf   

 



Usef u l  Ref erences 
EU Financial Inst ruments for Urban Mobility - 
ht tp://www.elt is.org/sites/elt is/f iles/17-06-2015_maes-
eu_f inancial_inst ruments_for_urban_mobilit y.pdf   
'Sustainable mobility for everyone' - 16 & 17 June 2015, Politehnica University of  
Bucharest , Romania  
Presentat ions: ht tp://www.elt is.org/part icipate/events/2nd-european-conference-
sustainable-urban-mobilit y-plans-sumps  
OECD, 2006, Transport  Research Cent re, ‘’Speed Management ’’ 
ht tp://www.vsv.be/sites/default /f iles/day_4_-_27-08_-_presentat ion_st ijn_daniels_-
_part_1.pdf   
ht tp://www.vsv.be/sites/default /f iles/day_4_-_27-08_-_presentat ion_st ijn_daniels_-
_part_2.pdf   
ht tp://www.vsv.be/sites/default /f iles/day_4_-_27-08_-
_presentat ion_rene_moog.pdf   
 



 
  

 
 
 
 

FIND OUT M ORE 
 
www.etsc.eu/PIN 
www.etsc.eu/PRAISE 
luana.bidasca@etsc.eu 
@etsc_eu 
 

 
 
 
 


