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Improving global road safety  

• UN GA resolution 
64/255 of 2010 called 
for a Decade of Action 
for Road Safety (2011–
2020) 

• Second UN Global Road 
Safety Week 

• Pedestrian Manual 
provides broad 
framework to draw 
attention to 
pedestrians  
 

Source: Global status report on road safety 2013:  
supporting a decade of action 



European facts and Global status report on 
road safety 2013 

• Country-based, multisectoral, 
consensus process used to gather 
information 

• 1.24 million RTI deaths globally 
• 270 000 or 22% are pedestrians 
• 92 000 deaths in the European Region 

of which 27% pedestrians  
• Proportion of pedestrian deaths higher 

in LMICs 
• Literature reports pedestrian deaths as 

higher in children of lower 
socioeconomic classes  
 
 
 



Almost half of deaths are among vulnerable 
users 



http://www.who.int/r
oadsafety/projects/m
anuals/en/index.html 



Dedicated to pedestrian safety 

Tool kit for policy makers and practitioners: 
• the magnitude of pedestrian death and injury;  
• key risk factors;  
• how to assess the pedestrian safety situation in a 

country or area and prepare an action plan;  
• how to select, design, implement and evaluate 

effective interventions;  
• holistic approach that includes enforcement, 

engineering and education.  
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Elements of success 
• Effective interventions are available.  
• Comprehensive approach with education, 

engineering, enforcement. 
• Pedestrians have diverse needs e.g. children, the 

elderly and disabled.  
• Political leadership at multiple administrative 

levels and involving multiple stakeholders. 
• Plan and allocate resources and set targets. 
• Sustain efforts over a long period of time. 
• Recognize the need for evaluation. 

 
 



Success is possible 
Pedestrian safety in the Netherlands  



Advocacy for pedestrian safety  

• Make land-use planning more accommodating to 
pedestrian safety and travel; 

• Demand safe and walkable communities; 
• Change designs to narrow streets, widen 

sidewalks and install walk signals; 
• Have more pedestrianized areas;  
• Reduce speed limits for cars; 
• Promote the importance of safe walking with 

benefits to the environment and health by 
tackling obesity and noncommunicable disease.   
 



More information 

http://www.who.int/roadsafety/week/2013/en/index.html 


