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In 2009, 6.233
pedestrians died in

road traffic accidents
in 19 European

countries, 20% of
road traffic fatalities

in these
countries.
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Number of pedestrian fatalities and proportion of total fatalities in EU
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The rate of pedestrian
fatalities per million

population is highest
in Eastern European

countries.

Map 1: Pedestrian fatalities per million inhabitants by country, 200
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The lowest pedestrian
fatality rate in 2009

was in the
Netherlands (3,8) and
the highest rate was in

Romania (47,2). 
 

Table 2: Pedestrian fatalities per mill
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Pedestrian fatalities per million inhabitants by country, 2009

Pedestrian fatalities Population [million] Pedestrian fatalities 
million inhabitants

101 10,8
176 10,5

52 5,5
591 82,0

23 1,3
49 4,4

202 11,3
470 45,8
496 64,4
667 60,0

82 2,3
12 0,5

186 10,0
4 0,4

63 16,5
101 8,4

1.467 38,1
148 10,6

1.015 21,5
24 2,0

113 5,4
30 5,3
45 9,2

524 61,6
6.641 487,8

60 7,7
2 0,3

from 2008
of population data:

STAT
Source: CAR

Date of query

Pedestrian fatalities per million inhabitants by country, 2009

m 2008
population data: EUROSTAT
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9,4
16,8

9,5
7,2

17,7
11,1
17,9
10,3

7,7
11,1
35,7
24,0
18,6
10,0

3,8
12,0
38,5
14,0
47,2
12,0
20,9

5,7
4,9
8,5

13,6
7,8
6,7

RE Database / EC
y: December 2011

2009

Source: CARE Database / EC
Date of Query: December 2011
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The proportion of
fatalities who were
pedestrians differs

widely across
Europe.

The pr
pedest
Nether
more th

Table 3: Pedestrian fatalities as a percentage of total fatalities, 20
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roportion of road traffic fatalities in eac
rians is shown in Table 3. The propor
lands (10%) compared to Romania, La
han 30% (see Figure 4). The EU-24 avera

Pedestrian fatalities as a percentage of total fatalities, 20

Pedestrian fatalities Total fatalities P

101 944
176 901

52 303
591 4.152

23 98
49 280

202 1.456
470 2.714
496 4.273
667 4.237

82 254
12 48

186 822
4 15

63 644
101 633

1.467 4.572
148 840

1.015 2.796
24 171

113 384
30 279
45 397

524 2.337
6.641 33.550

60 349
2 17

m 2008 Source: CARE
Date of query: D

ropean Commission,
ort 5 / 20

ch country who were
rtion is lowest in The
atvia and Poland with
age is 20%.

009 

roportion

11%
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14%
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18%
14%
17%
12%
16%
32%
25%
23%
27%
10%
16%
32%
18%
36%
14%
29%
11%
11%
22%
20%
17%
12%

E Database / EC
December 2011
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In three Eastern
European countries -
Romania, Latvia and
Poland - about one
third of all fatalities
were pedestrians.

The number of
pedestrian fatalities
peaks at the age of

75-79.

Figure 3:
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Pedestrian fatalities as a percentage of total fatalities, 2009
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The number of pedestrian fatalities by age group, EU-19
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The proportion of
pedestrian fatalities is

higher for children
and the elderly than

for other age groups.

The pro
as well
lower l
and Fig
dealing

Figure 5:
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gure 6 show that the elderly are a very
g with pedestrian road safety.
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gh a relatively high proportion of pede
n, Figure 6 shows that the fatality rate fo
e rate (13,6 pedestrian fatalities by mi
rian fatality rate of the elderly is well abo
from the age of 70 until 90. Table 4 s

nd elderly pedestrian fatalities.

-04 10-14 20-24 30-34 40-44 50-54 60-6

ropean Commission,
ort 7 / 20

ans is high for children
n for this could be the
ps. Table 4, Figure 5,
important group when

age group, EU-242, 2009 

 
Source: CARE Database

Date of Query: December 2011

estrian fatalities were
r children is below the
llion inhabitants). The

ove average, and rises
shows the numbers of

64 70-74 80-84 90+



Tra

In Italy, Germany,
Slovenia and France
more than half of all
pedestrian fatalities

were elderly

Table 4: Child (age 0
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Child (age 0-14) and elderly (age >64) pedestrian fatalities, 2009

Child pedestrian 
fatalities ( age 0-14) 

Elderly pedestrian 
fatalities (age >64) 

Other pedestrian 
fatalities of known age

5% 47%
4% 37%
6% 37%
4% 57%

13% 35%
16% 33%

5% 49%
5% 44%
5% 53%
2% 57%
5% 26%

25% 42%
2% 37%
0% 50%

11% 43%
4% 49%
3% 32%
6% 50%
6% 40%
0% 54%
6% 22%
3% 50%
2% 42%
6% 36%
5% 42%

13% 52%
0% 0%

m 2008
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es, 2009

er pedestrian 
es of known age Total 

49% 101
59% 176
58% 52
39% 591
48% 23
51% 49
39% 202
48% 470
42% 496
37% 667
63% 82
33% 12
61% 186
50% 4
46% 63
48% 101
63% 1.467
44% 148
53% 1.015
46% 24
56% 113
47% 30
56% 45
58% 524
51% 6.641
35% 60

100% 2
Source: CARE Database / EC

Date of query: December 2011
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The fatality rate of
pedestrians aged at
least 80 years old is
more than ten times
the rate for children

Figure 6:
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Pedestrian fatalities per million inhabitants by age group, 2009

population data: EUROSTAT
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opean average is 42%.

of all pedestrian fatalities, 2009 
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The proportion of
pedestrian fatalities in

2009 who were
children varies widely

among the EU-23
countries.

More than one third
of pedestrian

fatalities were female,
compared with less
than one quarter of

all fatalities.

Figure
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Figure 8:
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9 shows the distribution of fatalities b
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r of all fatalities. Figure 10 shows the dis
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There were more
male than female

pedestrian fatalities in
every EU-24 country

except in the
Netherlands, Belgium

and Sweden.

Map 2: Pedestrian fatalities by ge
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edestrian fatalities by gender by country, 2009 
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Nearly half of all
pedestrian fatalities

(46%) in EU-24 occurred
in darkness.

Light c

Table
Darkne
fatalitie
darkne
countrie
are ex
unknow

Table 5: Pedestrian fatalities by light conditions by country, 200

BE 
CZ 
DK 
DE 
EE 
IE* 
EL 
ES 
FR 
IT 
LV 
LU 
HU 
MT 
NL 
AT 
PL 
PT 
RO 
SI 
SK 
FI 

SE* 
UK 

EU-24 
CH 
IS 

* Data from

affic Safety Basic Facts 2011

DaCoTA | Project co-financed by the Eur
Directorate-General for Mobility & Transpo

conditions

5 shows the distribution of fatalities
ess is the condition associated with
es: 46% of pedestrian fatalities in the
ss. Figure 11 shows that this propo
es, from 94% in Ireland to 35% in Fran

xcluded because of the high proport
wn light conditions.

Pedestrian fatalities by light conditions by country, 2009

Darkness 
no street 

lights 

Darkness 
street 

lights lit 

Darkness 
street 
lights 

unknown 

Darkness 
street 
lights 
unlit 

Daylight

- 30% - 10% 51%
- 32% - 29% 36%

25% 29% 0% 0% 42%
- - 52% - 43%

43% 17% - - 39%
22% 18% 53% 0%
10% 34% - 0% 52%

- 29% 16% - 51%
18% 16% - 1% 59%

- - - -
62% 1% - 0% 29%

0% 42% - - 42%
30% 34% - 3% 33%

0% 50% - - 25%
11% 29% 0% - 57%

- 28% - 36% 32%
32% 27% - - 30%
14% 28% - - 53%
17% 22% - 6% 42%

- - - -
- 33% 40% - 22%
- 40% 20% - 37%

20% 27% 2% 0% 42%
14% 36% 2% 1% 47%
15% 21% 7% 3% 37%
22% 10% - 0% 52%
50% 0% 0% - 0%

m 2008

ropean Commission,
ort 12 / 20

by light conditions.
the most pedestrian

e EU-24 occurred in
ortion varies between
ce. Italy and Slovenia
ion of fatalities with

9

ht Twilight Unknown Total 

% 9% 0% 101
% 3% - 176
% 4% - 52
% 4% - 591
% - - 23
- - 6% 49

% 3% - 202
% 4% - 470
% 7% - 496
- - 100% 667

% 5% 2% 82
% 17% 0% 12
% - - 186
% - 25% 4
% 3% - 63
% 5% - 101
% 12% - 1.467
% 4% 1% 149
% 13% - 1.015
- - 100% 24

% 4% 1% 113
% 3% - 30
% 4% 4% 45
% - - 524
% 6% 11% 6.642
% 8% 8% 60
% 50% 0% 2

Source: CARE Database / EC
Date of Query: December 2011



Tra

The proportion of
pedestrian fatalities in

the darkness varies
from 35% in France
to 94% in Ireland.

Figure 10
EU-24 (excluding Italy and Slovenia), 2009
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6 shows the proportion of pedestrian fat
9. Generally pedestrian fatalities occur

er to December and least frequently fro
tion between October and December
a, Finland and the Czech Republic
rian fatalities occurring between Octob
one quarter only in Denmark.
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of all pedestrian fatalities in 

 
Source: CARE Database / EC

Date of Query: December 2011
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is especially high in
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April to June is the
period of the year

with the lowest
number of pedestrian
fatalities. The fourth
quarter is the peak

quarter for pedestrian
fatalities.

Table 6: Pedestrian fatalities by quarter of year by country, 200

BE 
CZ 
DK 
DE 
EE 
IE* 
EL 
ES 
FR 
IT 
LV 
LU 
HU 
MT 
NL 
AT 
PL 
PT 
RO 
SI 
SK 
FI 

SE* 
UK 

EU-24 
CH 
IS 

* Data from
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Pedestrian fatalities by quarter of year by country, 2009

January - 
March April - June July - 

September D

27% 15% 27%
25% 16% 19%
29% 25% 23%
24% 21% 19%
26% 9% 22%
24% 18% 29%
25% 21% 24%
27% 24% 23%
24% 22% 21%
22% 22% 23%
23% 15% 29%
25% 25% 8%
23% 20% 20%
25% 0% 0%
32% 21% 19%
33% 10% 23%
24% 16% 21%
26% 17% 26%
19% 19% 27%
29% 25% 13%
32% 17% 15%
30% 17% 13%
22% 18% 31%
30% 19% 23%
24% 19% 23%
23% 17% 23%

100% 0% 0%
m 2008

11 shows that pedestrian fatalities are m
es, i.e. the number per month is more
ses during the autumn and decreases
t fatality numbers between October and
ak for the total fatalities is in the sum
rian fatalities during the winter is pro

danger for pedestrians in darkn
ss/twilight is longer than in other season
less visible than vehicles - which can u
rian fatality numbers occur in April, May a

ropean Commission,
ort 14 / 20

October - 
December Total 

32% 101
39% 176
23% 52
36% 591
43% 23
29% 49
30% 202
26% 469
33% 496
33% 667
33% 82
42% 12
37% 186
75% 4
29% 63
35% 101
39% 1.467
30% 151
34% 1.015
33% 24
36% 113
40% 30
29% 45
27% 524
34% 6.643
37% 60

0% 2
Source: CARE Database / EC

Date of Query: December 2011
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The number of
pedestrian fatalities
per month peaks in
the winter, whereas

the overall number of
fatalities peaks in the

summer

Figure 11
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: Pedestrian fatalities and total fatalities by month in EU
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U-242, 2009 

 
Source: CARE Database

Date of Query: December 2011
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The specific critical
event of ‘premature

action’ is recorded for
just over one third of

pedestrians in the
sample.
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ent Causation

the EC SafetyNet project, in-depth data w
on methodology for samples of accide
ny, Italy, The Netherlands, Finland, Sw
afetyNet Accident Causation Database

and 2008, and contains details of 1.006
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yNet Accident Causation System – SN
c critical event to each driver, rider or p
hains between the critical event and the
ample, the critical event of late action c
observation missed, which was a conseq
equence of an extensive driving spell.

database, 8% (85) of the accidents
account for 50% of pedestrians and the
gure 14 compares the distribution of spe
rians against the distribution for drivers/r
ident with a pedestrian involved.
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