
BB..  GGeenneerraall  SSaaffeettyy  PPoolliiccyy  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  aallll  
BBuuss  aanndd  CCooaacchh  OOppeerraattoorrss

FFoorrccee  ddrriivveerrss  aanndd  ccrreewwss  ttoo  wweeaarr  sseeaattbbeellttss  aanndd  rreemmiinndd  ppaasssseennggeerrss  ooff  ssaaffeettyy  gguuiiddeelliinneess  aanndd  tthhee  oobblliiggaattiioonn
ttoo  wweeaarr  aa  sseeaattbbeelltt  ((ffoorr  eexxaammppllee  bbyy  sshhoowwiinngg  aa  vviiddeeoo  ttaappee  iinn  CCllaassss  IIII  aanndd  IIIIII  vveehhiicclleess))..

FFoorrccee  ooppeerraattoorrss  aanndd  ddrriivveerrss  ttoo  rreessppeecctt  ddrriivviinngg  aanndd  rreesstt  ttiimmeess  aanndd  mmoottiivvaattee  tthheemm  ttoo  pprroommoottee  aa  hheeaalltthhyy  lliiffee
ssttyyllee  aanndd  ddeeffeennssiivvee  ddrriivviinngg..

RReessppeecctt  mmaannddaattoorryy  ssaaffeettyy  ttrraaiinniinngg  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  ddrriivveerrss  aanndd  ddeevveelloopp  aa  lliiffee--ssttyyllee  mmoodduullee  iinn  iinniittiiaall  aanndd
ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ssaaffeettyy  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrsseess,,  eemmpphhaassiissiinngg  vviiggiillaannccee  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt..

RRaaiissee  tthhee  aawwaarreenneessss  ooff  ccoonnssiiggnneerrss  tthhaatt  aallll  ttrraannssppoorrtt  ooppeerraattiioonnss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt  rreessppeeccttiinngg  ssoocciiaall
rreegguullaattiioonnss  ((pprriinncciippllee  ooff  ccoo--rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy))..    

RReessppeecctt  ssppeeeedd  lliimmiittss  aanndd  ffoorrbbiidd  aallccoohhoolliicc  ddrriinnkkss  aanndd  aallll  rreeaaccttiioonn--iinnhhiibbiittiinngg  ssuubbssttaanncceess  dduurriinngg  wwoorrkkiinngg
hhoouurrss..    WWhheenn  ssttaarrttiinngg  wwoorrkk,,  nnoo  aallccoohhooll  ccoonntteenntt  iinn  tthhee  bbllooooddssttrreeaamm  iiss  aalllloowweedd..

WWeeaarr  aa  fflluuoorreesscceenntt  jjaacckkeett  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  vveehhiiccllee..

IImmpprroovvee  ppaarrkkiinngg  aanndd  ppiicckk  uupp  //  ddrroopp  ooffff  aarreeaass,,  iinnssiisstt  oonn  tthhee  ssttrriicctt  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHiigghhwwaayy  CCooddee  ttoo
iimmpprroovvee  ssaaffeettyy  wwhheenn  ggeettttiinngg  iinnttoo  oorr  oouutt  ooff  aa  sscchhooooll  bbuuss..

SSttuuddyy  rrooaadd  uusseerr  bbeehhaavviioouurr..

DDeevveelloopp  aa  hhaarrmmoonniisseedd  aacccciiddeenntt  ddaattaa  bbaassee  ((aacccciiddeennttoollooggyy))..
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Safety Programme 

SSttaannddaarrddiissee  aanndd  ffiitt  eerrggoonnoommeettrriicc  ddaasshhbbooaarrddss  aanndd  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ppaanneellss

Current situation: 
Dash boards and instrument panels differ depending on the vehicle mark/type.

IRU Recommendation:
• The requirements defined in the ISO standard should be extended to buses and coaches.

IImmpprroovvee  ddrriivveerr’’ss  vviissiioonn  

Current situation:
Directive 2003/97 on rear-view mirrors does not provide for mirrors between the door and the wheel.

IRU Recommendations:
• Mirrors between the door and the wheel, as well as a horizontal mirror in front should be mandatory for all buses to

improve the driver’s indirect vision of people getting on and off.
• Window condensation requirements for buses and coaches should be similar to that for private cars.

IImmpprroovvee  rreevveerrssee  aassssiisstt  ssyysstteemmss

Current situation:
No legal requirements; always upon the initiative of the transport operators.

IRU Recommendation:
• The use of existing technology (radar systems, cameras, etc) should be encouraged and supported.

IImmpprroovvee  sseeaatt  ddeessiiggnn

Current situation: 
Performance requirements are set by UNECE (R80) and are quite similar to those for private cars.

IRU Recommendation:
• Improvements to the back of the seat are still possible to increase safety (e.g. no ashtrays).

AAccttiivvaattee  ssttoopp  lliigghhttss  wwhheenn  uussiinngg  aa  rreettaarrddeerr

Current situation:
Stoplights do not function when the retarder is used.

IRU Recommendations:
• Stoplights must function when a vehicle decelerates to avoid dangerous situations for other users.
• Mandatory safety regulation is needed in this field and, in the meantime, the industry commits, on a voluntary 

basis, to fitting a cable connected to stoplights.

OOppttiimmiissee  tthhee  llooccaattiioonn  aanndd  ffiixxiinngg  ooff  eeqquuiippmmeenntt//aacccceessssoorriieess

Current situation: 
Equipment and accessories are not fixed and are not appropriately located.

IRU Recommendations:
• Coffee machines should be fixed and less noisy.
• Drinks should not be located at the front of the vehicles as this leads to passengers circulating, which is distracting

for drivers.

FFiirree  pprreevveennttiioonn  aanndd  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  vveehhiiccllee  rriisskk  zzoonneess  aaggaaiinnsstt  ffiirree

Current situation:
Directive 95/28 (only) deals with the spread of fire in the passenger compartment.

IRU Recommendations:
• Flame retarding in the engine compartment for 30 minutes, according to British test Standards, BS 5852 of 

1990 (e.g. by using materials with absorbent coatings, wire protection, automatic fire detection systems, etc.).
• Instructions for drivers in case of fire in the passenger or engine compartements (e.g. do not open the engine 

compartment in case of fire as the in-draught will stimulate flames).

IImmpprroovvee  vveehhiiccllee  eevvaaccuuaattiioonn

Current situation: 
Directive 2001/85 lays down some requirements but needs to be clarified.

IRU Recommendations: 
Standardisation of door-opening devices in normal and emergency situations.
• Outside: emergency button should be between 1000 and 1500 mm from the ground and not more than

500 mm from the door.
• Inside: the Emergency exits should be well-marked and placed in a harmonised way (either a button or a 

handle, covered with plexi-glass). Moreover, it must be possible to open doors manually should the electronic door 
opening mechanism fail because of fire.

• Outside and inside: central locking of all doors and emergency windows with one key.

PPrroovviiddee  eemmeerrggeennccyy  lliigghhttss  oovveerr  eemmeerrggeennccyy  eexxiittss

Current situation: 
Emergency exits are indicated.

IRU Recommendations:

• The emergency exit markings should illuminate to allow passengers to orientate themselves in 
case of an accident in conditions of poor visibility.

• Emergency exits should be indicated with an illuminated sign with a green pictogram of a  
running man that stays lit for at least 15 minutes in case of an accident during the night or in 
conditions of poor visibility.

SSaaffeerr  CCrruuiissee  ccoonnttrrooll

Current situation: 
Cruise control is authorised.

IRU Recommendations:
• Support should be given to encourage technical developments towards an adaptive cruise control 

system. 
• Overall responsibility for safety should remain with the driver.

IImmpprroovvee  rrooaadd  aaddhheerreennccee

Current situation:
Electronic Stability Control (ESP) systems are voluntary.

IRU Recommendations:
• ESP technology should be mandatory for Class II and Class III vehicles.
• Reinforcement of the structure of Class II and III vehicles (for single and double-deckers and coaches with 

lower driver compartments).
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