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European Road Safety Action Programme 2011 – 2020 / EU Consultation 

Comments by Deutsche Post DHL  

 
Deutsche Post and DHL corporate brands (DP DHL) offer a one-of-a-kind portfolio of 
logistics (DHL) and communication (Deutsche Post) services. The Group offers its 
customers easy to use standardized products as well as innovative and tailored solutions – 
from dialog marketing to industrial supply chains. About 500,000 employees in more than 
220 countries and territories form a global network focused on service, quality and 
sustainability. The group accepts its social responsibility by supporting climate protection, 
disaster management and education. The Group generated revenue of more than 54 billion 
Euros in 2008. 
 
DP DHL welcomes the European Commission’s Consultation on the future of the 
European Road Safety Action Programme because Road safety is an essential part of the 
accident prevention activities of Deutsche Post DHL throughout our global organisation. 
Being a signatory of the European Road Safety Charter, Deutsche Post DHL supports the 
goals and measures of the European Commission, making the streets of the EU member 
states a safer place to be! 
 
However, we think, that the questionnaire used for the consultation is not entirely suitable 
for a corporate response. Furthermore, we believe that, partly, its questions are designed in 
a way that leads to answers which will be based on individual experiences or assumptions 
but not necessarily empirical data. Therefore, we have chosen to respond to this important 
consultation with a separate paper. 
 
Monitoring the road safety situation as the leading transport and logistics provider, 
Deutsche Post DHL would kindly ask the European Commission to draw special attention 
to the following topics, which we believe are of vital importance for the improvement of 
road safety throughout the member states: 
 
1. Development of an efficient European road safety objective to 2020 as guideline for 

governments and politicians of the member states, all social groups and organisations, 
the industry and the European citizens. 
 

2. Development of regulations and guidelines for the safety focused on design, 
inspection and maintenance of the European road infrastructure. 
 

3. Harmonised improvement of vehicle safety standards (e.g. driver assistance systems, 
external mirrors and sensors) for both light and heavy commercial vehicles including 
funding/pricing regulations/possibilities.  
 

4. EU – wide harmonisation of:   
- driver licensing, testing and training standards applicable to the general public 
- road safety education for children and adults  
- enforcement of road traffic related offences 
- definition of injuries and severity of accidents 
- collection and reporting of road accident related data such as number of accidents,  
  number of injuries and fatalities, distances travelled etc. 
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5. Encourage road safety education and training of drivers and citizens, in particular of 

children.  
 

6. Support of road safety research including improvement of both infrastructure and 
vehicle related safety technologies. 
 

7. The European Union should drive forward the completion of the internal market for 
transport in order to achieve a more optimal usage of transport infrastructure by 
- avoiding empty returns imposed by current restrictive EU cabotage law and 
- increasing capacity for rail freight.  
 
That could lead to a win-win-situation with less traffic, less accidents, and less 
environmental impact.  
 

8. Provide for incentives for research and deployment of technologies and systems (see 
(3.) which will be affordable for users of road transport vehicles. 

 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact:  
 
Deutsche Post DHL  
Corporate Representation Brussels  
Carsten Hess,  Carsten.Hess@deutschepost.de 
Dr. Astrid Rohles, Astrid.Rohles@deutschepost.de 
Avenue d'Auderghem 22-28 bte 12 ; B-1040 Brussels – Belgium  
(T) +32.2.775.02.21 (F) +32.2.775.02.22  

 
Or 
 
DP DHL Corporate Occupational Safety 
Rainer Armbruster, rainer.armbruster@deutschepost.de  
www.dp-dhl.com  
 
The postal service for Germany. The logistics company for the world. 
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