
Almost 900 children
died in road traffic

accidents in 2009 in
24 EU countries

(listed in Table 1).
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affic Safety Basic F
Children (Aged <1

Basic Fact Sheet, ‘children’ are defined a
15 years. (The age at which people a
vehicle varies across the EU, but 14 yea
to fit into this group rather than with ‘yo

o be thought of as innocent victims of
han is the case for adults.

1 shows the number of fatalities in 2009
ated across the 241 EU member states w
ble 1). It also shows the number of
tion. The figure shows that 14 is the ag
n a road accident begins to rise steeply.
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The annual number
of children killed in

road traffic accidents
fell by over a half

between 2000 and
2009 in the EU-19

countries.

Table 1: N
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Number of fatalities aged <15 per country, 2000-2009 23

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
52 63 36 32 26 37
54 38 46 38 27 41
25 21 14 22 20 13

240 231 216 208 153 159 1
22 26 18 16 7 9
40 47 47 45 43 44

182 160 151 156 127 120 1
336 273 245 203 175 130 1
136 187 196 148 124 131 1

3 5 3 1 0 4
56 48 37 64 35 31
27 26 25 37 22 25

- 262 248 231 228 167 1
75 56 62 55 48 31

184 187 188 117 163 152 1
8 4 3 3 9 10

20 19 18 22 13 21
19 18 18 21 14 10

171 192 160 145 147 125 1
1.912 1.862 1.730 1.564 1.381 1.260 1.1

n 2.6% 7.1% 9.6% 11.7% 8.8% 8.1%

- - - - - 12
- - - - - -
- - - 32 38 34
- - - - - 3
- - - - - 19

S
Da

U-19 total is presented in Figure 2. The nu
n road traffic accidents fell from 1.912 in 2
55%.

Number of child fatalities and proportion of total fatalities, EU

So
D

untry abbreviations used and definition of EU-level are s
a number is missing for an EU-19 country in a particula
its contribution to the EU-19 total is estimated as the n
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0
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006 2007 2008 2009
32 30 35 16
32 25 19 16
13 20 19 10
36 111 102 90
15 15 18 -
36 42 35 43
09 99 83 61
20 150 114 122
10 95 85 71

0 2 0 6
37 36 23 23
23 13 12 15
51 157 146 128
22 27 23 23
45 117 137 125

9 6 4 2
5 14 8 6

16 10 6 -
47 96 110 69
58 1.065 979 850

1% 8.0% 8.1% 13.1%

6 6 3 4
14 11 11 7
42 37 24 22

0 0 0 1
13 28 23 9

Source: CARE Database / EC
ate of query: November 2011

umber of children
2000 to 850 in 2009, a

es, EU-19, 1999-2009 
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Children are, on
average, at about

one sixth of the risk
of dying in a road

traffic accident as the
average person.

In most EU countries
children are at less

than a quarter of the
risk of dying in a road
traffic accident of the

average person.
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llowing tables and figures analyse the C
r detail (2008 data for IE and SE). Table

rate for children and the fatality ra
tion as a whole. Where the children’s fata
erall fatality rate, children are at greater
tion, and vice versa. This comparison is

e rate =
fatality rate aged below 1
fatality rate all ages

fatality rate =
fatalities
population (millions)

Child fatality proportions per country, 2009* 

Fatality rate: Relative child 
Children All ages fatality rate 

9 88 0,10 
11 86 0,13 
10 55 0,18 

8 51 0,16 
20 73 0,27 
19 63 0,31 
27 129 0,21 

9 59 0,15 
11 68 0,16 

8 70 0,12 
23 112 0,20 
68 97 0,70 
15 82 0,18 
15 36 0,42 

8 39 0,20 
12 76 0,16 
22 120 0,18 
14 79 0,18 
38 130 0,29 

7 84 0,08 
11 71 0,15 

7 52 0,13 
4 43 0,09 
6 38 0,17 

12 69 0,17
Source: CARE Database / EC
Date of query:November 2011

Source of population data: EUROSTAT

en make up 2,7% of fatalities in road traff
16% of the population. They are at abou
in a road traffic accident of the ave
tion across the EU-24 as a whole. This v

n Belgium, Slovenia and Sweden to almo
wn in Figure 3. (The figures for LU and M
rs).

ropean Commission,
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The proportion of
fatalities that were
children fell from

around 4% in 2000 to
less than 3% in 2009.

Figure 3:

*2008 data
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Relative child fatality rates per country, 2009 

ta Sou
Date

Source of pop

umber of child fatalities has reduced gra
atalities (Figure 2). Map 1 shows the prop
09.

hild fatalities as a percentage of all fatalities, by country

LU M
T IE
*

RO EE EL NL LV PL DK HU PT EU UK DE AT FR ES

ropean Commission,
ort 4 / 13

rce: CARE Database / EC
of query: November 2011

pulation data: EUROSTAT

dually as a proportion
portion in each country

, 2009 
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Both for boys and
girls, more are killed

in the 10-14 age
group than in either
the under five or the

5-9 age groups.

Boys account for
approximately three-
fifths of road traffic
accident fatalities
amongst children.

Age an

Table 3
shows
Whilst
fourtee
fatalitie
killed th
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nd Gender

3 presents the age and gender of child fa
the proportions of child fatalities in eac
girls account for approximately two-fifths

en years old, females make up less tha
es. For girls as well as boys, more chil
han in either the under five or the 5-9 age

Number of fatalities by gender, age and country, 2009* 

Female
0-4 5-9 10-14 15+ 0-4 5-9

3 3 1 227 2
2 2 1 86 2

12 5 15 1.070 16
0 0 1 25 0
0 2 4 69 3
8 6 7 229 4
8 7 9 596 13

26 9 20 986 14
7 8 15 896 6
0 0 0 13 1
3 3 4 197 2
1 0 0 4 0
1 2 7 165 1
2 4 0 149 1

10 18 21 1.060 19
6 1 7 160 3

11 15 13 655 26
1 0 0 38 0
1 1 1 85 2
1 1 0 69 1
1 0 0 110 1
8 5 14 570 6

112 92 140 7.459 124 1
der 47% 37% 36% 24% 53% 6
a for IE and SE Source:
er split was not available for CZ and LV Date of q

Distribution of child fatalities by gender, 2009* 

data for IE and SE
nder split was not available for CZ and LV

MT PT DK SI EL HU FR BE NL IT ES AT EU-
22

UK PL

Male Female

ropean Commission,
ort 5 / 13

talities, whilst Figure 4
ch country by gender.
s of fatalities less than
an a quarter of adult
ldren aged 10-14 are

e groups.

Male
9 10-14 15+

1 6 696
3 0 207

14 28 2.992
1 1 69
3 6 187
4 14 1.179

11 13 2.050
21 32 3.165
11 24 3.270

2 3 29
3 7 600
0 0 10
3 9 456
2 6 469

25 35 3.377
2 3 657

36 24 2.016
0 1 131
3 1 290
0 3 204
1 3 281

11 25 1.698
157 244 24.033
63% 64% 76%

CARE Database / EC
query: November 2011

Source: CARE Database / EC
Date of query: November 2011

DE EE IE* SK FI RO SE* LU
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More than two fifths
of children who died

were travelling by car
or taxi, whilst one 

third were
pedestrians.

Mode o

Table 4
More th
pedest

Table 4: N
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of Transport

4 shows the distribution of child fatalities
han two fifths of child fatalities are car o
rians account for more than a third of fata

Number of fatalities by mode of transport, 2009* 

Car or 
taxi Pedestrian

Pedal 
cycle Moped

Motor 
cycle 

Bus or 
coach

25% 31% 31% 0% 0% 0%
50% 44% 6% 0% 0% 0%
50% 30% 20% 0% 0% 0%
41% 26% 27% 2% 0% 0%
25% 75% 0% 0% 0% 0%
39% 44% 6% 0% 0% 0%
53% 23% 7% 0% 9% 0%
48% 36% 3% 3% 0% 0%
57% 20% 11% 6% 1% 1%
44% 23% 14% 11% 4% 0%
43% 57% 0% 0% 0% 0%
33% 50% 17% 0% 0% 0%
55% 18% 9% 9% 0% 0%

100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
4% 30% 65% 0% 0% 0%

40% 27% 13% 0% 0% 0%
45% 32% 15% 3% 1% 0%
25% 40% 0% 0% 0% 0%
29% 52% 11% 0% 0% 2%

0% 0% 50% 0% 0% 0%
11% 78% 11% 0% 0% 0%
50% 17% 17% 17% 0% 0%
33% 17% 0% 33% 0% 0%
33% 49% 16% 0% 0% 0%
41% 34% 14% 3% 1% 0%

ta for IE and SE Sou
Date

5 examines the variation of mode of tr
r. The range of modes varies with age an
ng the travel choices of boys and girls as

Number of fatalities by age, gender and mode of transport, 

a for IE and SE Sou
er split was not available for CZ or LV Date

Fe
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M
al

e

Fe
m

al
e

M
al

e

Fe
m

al
e

M
al

e

0-4 5-9 10-14
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Ped
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by mode of transport.
or taxi occupants, and
alities.

r
h

Other/
not known Total 

% 13% 16
% 0% 16
% 0% 10
% 4% 90
% 0% 4
% 11% 18
% 7% 43
% 9% 61
% 5% 122
% 4% 71
% 0% 7
% 0% 6
% 9% 22
% 0% 1
% 0% 23
% 20% 15
% 5% 128
% 35% 23
% 6% 125
% 50% 2
% 0% 9
% 0% 6
% 17% 6
% 1% 69
% 6% 893
urce: CARE Database / EC
e of query: November 2011

ransport with age and
nd gender, presumably

they grow older.

ort, EU-22, 2009* 

 
urce: CARE Database / EC
e of query: November 2011

er

ped or motorcycle

dal cycle

destrian

or taxi



Tra

Almost a fifth of child
fatalities are ‘drivers’.

Table 5
passen
five chi
pedal c

Table 5: D
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CZ 
DK 
DE 
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IE* 
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UK 
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5 and Figure 6 show that almost half
ngers, whilst just over a third are pedes
ild fatalities is a ‘driver’, which includes t
cycle.

Distribution of driver, passenger and pedestrian child fatalities, 200

Proportion of fatalities who are: Number of 
fatalitiesDrivers Passengers Pedestrians 

44% 25% 31% 
6% 50% 44% 

20% 50% 30% 
27% 48% 26% 

0% 25% 75% 
6% 50% 44% 

12% 65% 23% 
4% 60% 36% 

17% 63% 20% 
27% 51% 23% 

0% 43% 57% 
17% 33% 50% 
18% 64% 18% 

0% 100% 0% 
65% 4% 30% 
27% 47% 27% 
21% 47% 32% 

0% 60% 40% 
11% 37% 52% 
50% 50% 0% 
11% 11% 78% 
33% 50% 17% 
50% 33% 17% 
17% 33% 49% 
19% 48% 34% 

or IE and SE is from 2008. Source: CARE Databa
Date of query: Novemb

Distribution of driver, passenger and pedestrian child fatalities, 200

ntries with at least 10 child fatalities are included
ta

S
D

%

%

%

%

%

%

EL HU FR PT ES IT CZ IE* EU PL AT R

Drivers Pedestrians Pas

ropean Commission,
ort 7 / 13

of child fatalities are
strians. Around one in
hose who are riding a

talities, 2009

ber of 
alities

16 
16 
10 
90 

4
18 
43 
61 

122 
71 

7
6

22 
1

23 
15 

128 
23 

125 
2
9
6
6

69 
893 

ase / EC
ber 2011

atalities, 2009

Source: CARE Database / EC
Date of query: November 2011

RO UK DE BE DK NL

ssengers
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Fewer than one in ten
child fatalities occur

on motorways,
almost half occur on

urban non
motorways.

Area a

The CA
or not,
Table 6
the dat
killed o
an urba

Table 6: D

BE
CZ
DK
DE
ES
FR
IT
LV
LU
HU
MT
NL
AT
PL
PT
RO
SI
SK
FI

SE*
UK

EU-21
*2008 dat
EL, IE an
are largel

Figure 7:
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nd Type of Road

ARE data show whether each accident o
and, if not, whether each occurs in an

6 shows the distribution of child fatalities
ta displayed in Figure 7. Fewer than one
on a motorway, with almost one half not
an area.

Distribution of child fatalities by road type, 2009

Motorway Non-motorway Not known
Rural Urban

13% 50% 25% 13%
0% 50% 50% 0%

20% 30% 50% 0%
9% 48% 43% 0%

16% 50% 34% 0%
6% 65% 30% 0%

13% 41% 46% 0%
0% 86% 14% 0%

67% 0% 33% 0%
9% 36% 55% 0%
0% 0% 100% 0%
0% 39% 61% 0%
0% 67% 33% 0%
2% 42% 38% 19%
5% 45% 50% 0%
1% 18% 81% 0%

50% 0% 50% 0%
0% 11% 89% 0%

17% 33% 50% 0%
0% 100% 0% 0%
7% 29% 32% 32%
7% 42% 45% 6%

ta Source: CARE Dat
d EE omitted as road type data
y not known

Date of query: Nove

Distribution of child fatalities by road type, 2009

d NL omitted as road type data are largely not known,
only countries with at least 10 child fatalities are

S
D

RO NL HU CZ DK PT IT EU DE PL E

Non-motorway Urban Non-motorway Rural Motorway

ropean Commission,
ort 8 / 13

occurs on a motorway
urban or a rural area.

s in each country, with
in ten child fatalities is
on a motorway and in

Total

16
16
10
90
61

122
71

7
6

22
1

23
15

128
23

125
2
9
6
6

69
828

tabase / EC
ember 2011

Source: CARE Database / EC
Date of query: November 2011

ES AT UK FR BE

y Not known
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One third of child
fatalities are killed

between 4 and 8pm.

The peak hour for
child fatalities is

between 5 and 6pm.

Time o

In orde
the da
midnigh
betwee
and a s

Table 7: D

BE
CZ
DK
EE
IE*
EL
ES
FR
IT
LV
LU
HU
NL
AT
PL
PT
RO
SI
SK
FI

SE*
UK

EU-22
DE and MT
*2008 data

Figure
by hou
relative
relative

Figure 8:

DE and MT
*2008 data
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of Day

er to examine the distribution of child fat
y has been divided into six four-hour
ht. Table 7 shows that, across the EU, a

en 4pm and 8pm, over a quarter occur be
sixth occur between 8pm and midnight.

Distribution of child fatalities by time of day, 2009

0.00-
3.59 

4.00-
7.59 

8.00-
11.59 

12.00-
15.59 

16.00-
19.59 

20.00-
23.59

6% 6% 19% 6% 56% 6%
0% 19% 6% 38% 31% 6%
0% 0% 10% 40% 30% 20%
0% 0% 0% 50% 50% 0%
0% 0% 33% 39% 17% 11%
2% 9% 16% 16% 28% 28%
5% 4% 12% 27% 27% 24%
7% 7% 13% 23% 36% 15%
4% 6% 7% 24% 37% 23%
0% 14% 0% 29% 43% 14%
0% 0% 0% 50% 50% 0%
5% 5% 5% 32% 45% 9%
0% 13% 13% 35% 35% 4%
0% 0% 27% 20% 40% 13%
5% 9% 9% 35% 34% 9%

20% 0% 25% 20% 10% 25%
4% 9% 14% 25% 34% 15%
0% 50% 0% 0% 50% 0%
0% 0% 22% 44% 33% 0%
0% 0% 17% 0% 33% 50%
0% 0% 33% 67% 0% 0%
2% 11% 15% 23% 30% 20%
4% 7% 13% 27% 33% 16%

T omitted as hour is not known
a

Source: CARE D
Date of query: No

8 compares the distributions of child fata
ur. By comparison with the overall d
ely many child fatalities between noo
ely few between 9pm and 7.59am.

Distribution of fatalities by hour, EU-22, 2009* 

T omitted as hour is not known Source
a for IE and SE Date of

%

%

%

%

%

%

idnight 6am Noon 6pm

Child fatalities A

ropean Commission,
ort 9 / 13

talities by time of day,
periods beginning at
third of fatalities occur
etween noon and 4pm

Total 
% 16
% 16
% 10
% 4
% 18
% 43
% 61
% 122
% 71
% 7
% 6
% 22
% 23
% 15
% 128
% 23
% 125
% 2
% 9
% 6
% 6
% 66
% 799
Database / EC
ovember 2011

alities and all fatalities
distribution, there are
on and 7.59pm, and

e: CARE Database / EC
f query: November 2011

m Midnight

All fatalities
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Friday and Saturday
are the days of the

week with most child
fatalities, 17%

compared with 11%
on a Monday.

Day of

Table 8
On ave
and Mo

Table 8: D

M
BE 
CZ 
DK 
DE 
EE 
IE* 
EL 
ES 
FR 
IT 
LV 
LU 
HU 
MT 
NL 
AT 
PL 
PT 
RO 
SI 
SK 
FI 

SE* 
UK 

EU-24 
*2008 data

Figure
by day
relative
Fridays

Figure 9:

*2008 data
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Week

8 shows the distribution of child fatalities
erage in the EU, Friday and Saturday h
onday has the fewest.

Distribution of child fatalities by day of week, 2009

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
13% 13% 13% 13% 25% 6
13% 13% 13% 44% 6% 0
10% 20% 20% 10% 20% 0
16% 14% 14% 12% 14% 16%
50% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0
11% 17% 17% 6% 22% 22%
12% 19% 12% 7% 21% 5
18% 8% 12% 13% 13% 17%
13% 12% 12% 13% 14% 21%

7% 14% 13% 14% 17% 25%
29% 14% 0% 14% 14% 14%

0% 0% 0% 17% 33% 33%
18% 14% 9% 18% 23% 14%

0% 100% 0% 0% 0% 0
9% 17% 13% 9% 26% 9

13% 20% 7% 13% 13% 7
10% 9% 12% 13% 20% 20%
15% 5% 15% 5% 15% 25%

5% 15% 10% 17% 16% 19%
50% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0
22% 11% 11% 11% 11% 22%

0% 33% 0% 0% 33% 17%
17% 33% 33% 17% 0% 0

7% 16% 17% 10% 17% 20%
11% 13% 12% 13% 17% 17%

a for IE and SE Source
Date of

9 compares the distributions of child fata
of week. By comparison with the overall

ely few child fatalities on Mondays an
s.

Distribution of child fatalities by day of week, EU-24, 200

a for IE and SE Source: CARE D
Date of query: No

n Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Child fatalities All fatalities

ropean Commission,
ort 10 / 13

s by day of the week.
has the most fatalities

day Sunday Total 
% 19% 16 
% 13% 16 
% 20% 10 
% 13% 90 
% 50% 4 
% 6% 18 
% 26% 43 
% 19% 61 
% 14% 122 
% 10% 71 
% 14% 7 
% 17% 6 
% 5% 22 
% 0% 1 
% 17% 23 
% 27% 15 
% 16% 128 
% 20% 23 
% 18% 125 
% 50% 2 
% 11% 9 
% 17% 6 
% 0% 6 
% 12% 69 
% 15% 893 
e: CARE Database / EC
f query: November 2011

alities and all fatalities
l distribution, there are
d relatively many on

09* 

 
Database / EC
ovember 2011

n Mon
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The number of
fatalities amongst

children is highest in
August, just over

twice the January-
March average.

Season

Table
using p
July/Au

Table 9: D

BE
CZ
DK
DE
EE
IE*
EL
ES
FR
IT
LV
LU
HU
MT
NL
AT
PL
PT
RO
SI
SK
FI

SE*
UK

EU-24
*2008 dat

The mo
compa
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Figure 10
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nality

9 shows the distribution of child fatalit
pairs of months. The peak period for the
ugust, with fewest fatalities in January/Fe

Distribution of child fatalities by month, 2009

January/
February 

March/
April 

May/
June 

July/
August 

September/
October

31% 19% 13% 0% 13%
0% 13% 19% 38% 19%
0% 50% 10% 20% 20%

11% 17% 17% 23% 17%
50% 25% 25% 0% 0%
28% 33% 6% 22% 6%

9% 19% 26% 19% 28%
9% 25% 26% 28% 7%
7% 15% 16% 28% 16%
8% 14% 17% 31% 14%
0% 29% 14% 14% 14%

17% 17% 17% 0% 33%
18% 14% 18% 27% 23%

0% 0% 0% 100% 0%
13% 26% 30% 13% 4%
20% 33% 13% 20% 0%

8% 17% 14% 34% 17%
10% 20% 5% 25% 25%

9% 15% 18% 27% 18%
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